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April 28th, 2010

What I wish I knew before I
started Part 5

Just because I'm bored ...

...doesn’t mean the child is. Our tendency as
adults is to be efficient — get it done and move
on. We move quickly, absorb quickly and bore
quickly. On the other hand our children absorb
slowly - enjoying the experience a whole lot
more. Children live in the present and are not
compelled to think about “later” and all the
things that need to be done (as we adults have
to.) Their orientation is to what is in front of
them and they unconsciously seek to get every
bit of flavor from the experience. We tend to
move them on too quickly before they have
absorbed all of the value from the exercise.

Teachers tend to create more frustration than
boredom in their students. Frustration because
we move them on before “they” are finished.
As adults we move from activity to activity to
forestall boredom. We have to realize that our
children do not have that mindset but one of
wanting to explore every facet of the challenge
in front of them. And then once they have
mastered it, they want to repeat it to enjoy the
process again and the comfort of success.

Children get bored when they are not engaged.
But once engaged their minds have a greater
capacity of sustaining activity that may be
wearying to us. Their activity offers them
untold joys, feelings and accomplishments. To
the child it is not the finishing of the task that
gives satisfaction - it is the task itself. As
adults, when we finish cleaning the house, we
don't start all over again (unless we have OCD
- obsessive compulsive disorder.) But for the
child the activity is the reason for the activity -
not just the accomplishment.

So, as a teacher, how do you know when a
child is deeply engaged in an activity versus
stalling in a comfort zone and not challenging
themselves to move further? That is something
else I wish I knew before I started. My answer
will not give you a simple formula - you will
have to observe and know your children. The
personality of the child gives you some clues.
Is the child a perfectionist? Is the child timid?
Is the child afraid of making mistakes

(perfectionist parents?)? Is the child lazy?
Does the child need a better diet, more rest,
vitamins? All of these can be factors. The good
news is that most children will move along at
the appropriate time - if you stay out of the
way.

One way to stay out of the way is to make sure
your environment is going “deep instead of
wide.” The topic for the next “What I wish I
knew.”

April 22nd, 2010
National Conference

28th Annual Christian Montessori conference
San Antonio, Texas August 5th - 7th, 2010

“Advancing the Kingdom of God”

Conference registration $350
Registration for CMF Members $325
Early Registration (May 31st) $300

Registration includes all materials, lunch each
day and Saturday closing dinner.
Crocket Hotel (provides breakfast)
www.crockethotel.com Room cost per night
double beds $105.08 (includes taxes.)

Register for the conference at
WWW.crossmountainpress.com

The same wisdom that God revealed to Dr.
Montessori is available to each of us. The
conference is more than about education - it is
about nurturing the whole child (and the whole
teacher too!) We look forward to seeing you in
August.


http://www.christianmontessorifellowship.com/?p=288
http://www.christianmontessorifellowship.com/?p=288
http://www.christianmontessorifellowship.com/?p=280

